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ABSTRACT 



A total of 22 girls and 22 boys nearly equally 
divided between preschool and second-grade levels were asHed tb give 
three responses to each of 20 questions concerning what could make 
them-r-a same-sex child ,^ an opposite-sex child, and an adult — feel 
happy, sad, angry, afraid, or surprised. Responses were feel happy, 
sad,- angry, afraid, or surprised. Responses were coded ipto seven 
categories: material goods, fantasy, interpersonal themes, 
environmental events, achievement themes, food, and animals. Findings 
indicated that interpersonal themes a?id environmental events were 
used significantly more than other themes, whereas achievement themeS 
were used significantly less than others. Interpersonal themes were 
used -significantly more often than other categories as explanations . 
for anger and sadness. Impersonal contexts were used^ignif icantly 
more than other categories to explain happiness and s^n^pJc:i 
Contextual explanations involving animals were used significantly ^ 
more than other emotions to explain fear, and food was used most to 
explain happy feelings. Older children used more interpersonal and 
achievemen;t themes than did preschoolers. Girls useJd more 
interpersonal contexts than did boys, whereas boys tended to use more 
dcHievement themes than did girls. Preschoolers used more fantasy 
explanations for fear than did older children. In general, findings 
only marginally confirmed the expected greater differentiation of 
contextual Catego^ries with age. (RH) 
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THE QUESHON-THAT HOTIVATEP THE PRESENT RESEARCH WAS: 

WHAT DO CHILDREN KNOW ABOUT THE CONTEXTiJAL DETERMINANTS OF 
THEIR OWN AND OTHER PIRSONS' flFFECTfVE EXPERIENCES? 

IN-PREVIOUS RESEARCH (HILDREN HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH " 
EXPERIMENTER-DERIVED CONTE) TS DESCRIBING EVENTS PORTRAYING 
THEMES OF NURTURANCE, SUCCISS, FAILURE, AGGRESSION, ETC., AND 
JHEY HAVE BEEN ASKED TO IDENTIFY THE EMOTIONS SUCH CONTEXTS" ^ 
ELICIT (Harden, Zelko, Duncan., & Haters, 1980). IN'CONTRAST,* . 
THERE ARE NO STUDIES OF CHILDREN'S NATURAL OK SPONTANEOUS . 
PROVISION OF THE SITUATION/ L-CONTCXTS ELICITING EMOTIONS SUCH 
AS HAPPINESS, SADNESS, FEAF", ANGER, ANDcMiRPiHSE . SUCH 
INVESTIGATION- PROVIDES NEEIED INF0R>1ATI0N REGARD I NGHHE CATEGORIES 
OF EXPERIENCE THAT CONTRIBITE TO CHILDREN'S AFfECT KNOWLEDGE. 
THE PRESENT STUDY WAS DESKNED TO IMVESTIGATL THIS QUESTION, 
AS WELL AS WHETHER SUCH EXFERIENCES CHANGE WITH AGE, ARE DIFF^ENT 
AS A FUNCTION OF GENDER, OR ARE DIFFERENT FOR SELF VERSUS >^OTHER 
PERSONS. (PEERS OR ADULTS). . ^ ^oi^ ^VAIUUIU 



OBJECT! y E S 



1. TO DESCRIBE CATEG.ORICALI Y THE NATURALLY OCCURRING^ RESPONSES 
GIVEN BY CHILDREN FROM ^ TO 8 YEARS OF AGE WHEN DSSGlrfBING 

SITUATIONALUOPXTS THAT EL I^T EflOlIONS, INCLUDING HAPPINESS, 
• ^ ■ ) 

badness, anger, fear, and surprise h self, satle-age peers, and 
'adults. • 

• y • 

J 

V 

« 

2. TO INVESTIGATE AGE- AND GENDER-RILATED DIFFERENCES IN SUCH 

A 

SITUATIONAL AFFECTIVE ATTRIEljTIONS F3R GROUPS OF PRESCHOOLERS 
AND* GRADE 2 CHIIDREN. • 

» 

■ 3. TO EXAMINE HYPOTHESIZED DIFFERENIS IN THE; SITUATIONAL 
CATEGORIES USED TO -EXPLAIN THE FIVE u'iOTIONS INVESTIGATED. 

J 

> 

i|. TO EXAMINE HYPOTHESIZED OIFFERENilES IN EMOTION^ELICITING 

I 

CATEGORIES ATTRIBUTED TO SEL^ VERSUS TO OTHER' PER-SONS. 

5. TO EXAMINE INTERACTIONS 3F AGE AIID GENDER WITH CATEGORIES . 
BY EMOTIONS, WITH THE EXPECTATION TH/»1 AGB AND GENDER DIFFERENCES 
WILL BE NOTED IN THE USE OF PARTICULAR CATEGORIES FOR' PARTICULAR 



EMOTIONS. 
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Mi. E T H 0 D 

SUBJECTS. 'A TOTAL OF CHILDREN (22 GIR.LS: n BOYS) C0HPRISE9 ' 
TWO AGE GROUPS: 21 PRESCHOOLERS (M =S3 .2' MONTHS, SD =.5.0) ANif 
23 SECOND GRADERS (M = 91.2, SD = B). . . ■ . 

PROCEDURE. EACH CHILD WAS* INDIVIDUAAY INTERVIEWED IN A SESSION 
LASTING 30 MINUTES. ALL CMLDREN UNDERSTOOD AND COHPLIED WITH 

i 

INSTRUCTIONS TO "TELL ME WH/T KINDS 3F THINGS HAPPEN, OR WHAT 
COULD MAKE YOU FEEL HAPPY?" THIS FORMAT WAS REPEATED ACROSS 
FIVE EMOTIONS (HAPPY, SAD, /NGRY, AFRAID, SURPRISED) AND ACROSS 

> 

FOUR TARGET PERSONS (SELF, ^AME-SE)( IH^ILD, OPPPOSITE-SEX CHILD, 
AND ADULT. ALL-EMOTIOfiS FOF A PAR"i:ULAR TARGET PERSON WERE 
COMPLETED BEFORE CONTINUING TO THE NiXT TARGET. ORDER OF TARGETS . 
WAS VARIED, AS WAS ORDER OF EMOTIONS WITHIN TARGETS. CHILDREN 
WERE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE T^REE RESP3NSES FOR EACH OF THE 20 , 
QUESTIONS (5 EMOTIONS X 4 T/RGETS) BV USIN(i THE PROBE, "YES,>'flAT ELSE 
RF SPONSE CATEGORIES. , A PRIORI CATEG3R1ES WERE llSED (TO ^CODE 
CHILDRE|'S RESPONSES ACCORDING TO IIYWIESES: MATERIAL GOCDS * 
•(E.G., GETTI^/U NEW TOY, CAR, ETC.): FANTASY U-.G.. "IF-A MONSTER 
CAME INTO' THE ROOM"): INTERFERSONAL 'IHLMES WlilCH MENTIONED PEOPLE . 

tti9l' COPY AVAUlMU 



AND STATED jNTMT IONS (E.(\, "WHCN PTOPLE TKASE THEM"): ENVIRON- 

i . 

I 

MENTAL EVENTS (E.G.,' "GOING TO DISNEYLAND"): ACHIEVEMENT THEffS 
/ 

(E.{5., "LEARNING HOW TO SKA^E"). - If. ADDITION, TWO POST-HOa 

/ 

CATEGORIES WERE ADDED, BASEH ON RESPONSES THAT COULD NOT EASILY 
BE FIT INTO EXISTING CATEGOCIES AN3. BECAUSE THEY SEEMED MOST 
EVIDENT IN PRESCHOOL PROTOCOLS, SU5CESTING POST-HOC AGE EFFECTS: 
FOOD (E.G., "'GETTING ALL }Hi: COOKIES I WANT"): AND ANIMALS 
(E.G., "GOING WHERE THE RACOONS ARE'). ^ 

. A TOTAL OF SEVEN MUTUALLY EXCLISIVE CATEGORIES WAS SUFFICIENT 
TO CLASSIFY ALL RESPONSES, WITH 90 - 100% AGREEMENT ACROSS ALL 
TARGETS AND JUDGES. \ • 



eisT COPY AVAILABLE 



HYPOTHESES 



.#1^ - CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS WOULD BE NONRANDOMLY 
DISTRIBUTED ACROSS m FIVE EMOTIONS INVESTIGATED. THUS, BOTH 

* * 

A SIGNIFICANT CATEGORY MAIN EFFECT AS WELL AS CATEGORY X EMOTION 
INTERACTION WERE EXPECTED. ' ^tONFIRfO* 

p 2. INTERPERSONAL THEMES WEFE EXPECTiD TO PROVIDE THE MOST 

PREVALENT EXPLANATIONS FOR /NGER; WH:REAS MATERIAL GOODS AND 

IMPERSONAL EVENTS WERE EXPECTED TO B-l'-THE MAJOR EXPLANATORY 

■CATEGORIES FOR HAPPINESS AN[ SURPRISE ^h:0NF IRMED^^ 

' " ( 

c3. AGE DIFFERENCES WERE EXPECTED IN THE USE 01- PARTICULAR 

CATEGORIES. ' ■ , ' *CONF IRMED^^^ 



IN PARTICULAR, INTERPERSONAL THEM:S WERE r):PECTrj TO INCREAS!? 

i 

AS. A FUNCTION OF CHILDR EN'S INCREAS N6 SOCIAI INVOLVEMENT AND 
INTERPERSONAL COGNITIONS. ACHIEVEF.E iUHEMES WERE ALSO EXPECTED 
TO INCREASE AS A FUNCTION OF INCREAS NG DEMAND:) FOR SCHOOL- AND 
ACTIVITY-RELATED MASTERY. F!\i^TASY' THLMES WERI. EXPECTED 
DECREASE AS A FUNCTION OF C03NITIVE ILVELOPHEHf. 
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• iL, GIVEN PREVAILING SEX-ROLE TYPOLOGIES, .GENOER DIFFERENCES'^" 

WERE EXPECTED ,In\oNTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS FOR MTIONS. IN 

PARTICULAR, GFRLS WERE EXPECTED TO USE MORE INTERPE-RSONAL 

EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS TFAN DID BOYS; AND BOYS 'wERE EXPECTED 

TO USE MORE ACHIEVEMENT THE^ES THAN^DjO GIRLS. ^PARTIALLY COi^lFIRMED" 
1 

• 5. AGEt'^ELATED CATEGORY X EMOTION INTERACTIONS WERE EXPECTED. 

^CONFIRMED* 

IN PARTICULAR, OLDER VERSUS YOUNGER CHIDREN WERE EXPECTED TO 

USE MORE INTERPERSONAL ATTRjBUTIONS 'OR ANGER. YOUNGER VERSUS 

OLDER CHILDREN WERE EXPECTEI mi FANTASY ATTRIBUTIONS 

• ■ • 

FOR FEAR; WHEREAS OLDER VER.^US YOUf^GiR CHILDREN WERE EXPECTED 
TO USE MORE REALISTIC EVENTS AND, ACHIEVEMENT THEMES FOR FEAR. 

\ 

•5. GREATER DIFFERENTIATION WAS EXPE:TED FOR OLDER CHILDREN 

^ ^ . - ^ . ■ ' ■ 

CATEGORIES USED FOR EMOTIONS ACROSS TARGET PERSONS (I.E., SELF, 

PEERS, ADULTS). ^m^INA.LLY lOpRMED-TRENDS AT p<.JO* 

#7. GREATER DIFFERENTIATION WAS EXPEITED FOR CATEGORIES EXPLAINING* 

ONE'S OWN VERSUS OTHER PERSON'S EMOTIONS. «,^Qy CONFIRMED* " 

8 ^ BE«tCOPYAV>MLAIUE 



RESULT S LS U MMAR Y 



•IN ORDER TO ACCOMMODATE UNEQUAL' RESPONSE fREQUENCIE» ACROSS 
. / . : 

SUBJECTS, EACH CHILD'S^RESPCNSES PER DATA CELL WERE TRANSFORMED • 
JO j\ PERCENT 'OF HIS OR HER l.OTAL RESPONSES, SO THAT NO MAIN. 
V EFFECTSJOR AGE OR GENDER AFE POSS.B_E, INSTEAD, RELEVANT AGE 
^ AND GENDER 'EFFECTS CAN BE E)AMINED IM INTERACTIONS. REPEATED 

MEASURES, MIXED-MODEL ANOVA WAS US^)^ WITH EXPLANATION CATEGORY (7),. 
EMOTIONS (5), AND TARGET PERSONS ( ^) COMPRISING THE REPEATED 
FACTORS. , ' - * ' ' 



1. FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE EXPECTED SIGNIFIC/^NT MAIN EFFECTS FOR 
CATEGORIES USED TO EXPLAIN EMOTIONS, F(5,2^0) = 51.^, P<.0001. 

THIS WAS ACCOUNTED FOR BY SIGNIF I :ANTLY GREATER USE OF INTER- 
PERSONAL THEMES,' F(6, 258) = 26.2, ANO ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS, 

% 

, F = 25.^, AS WELL AS THE SIGNIFICANT .Y INFREQUENT USE OF ACHIEVEMENT 

THEM^, £ = 8.9, ALL P'S^OOOl. 
— ^ SEE TABLE 1 FOR DATA' RELEVANT TO THE>E AND OTIitR f INDIN6S. 



2. FINDINGS. CONFIRMED THE E<PE9TED ^ NTERACTI ON-OF EXPLANATION 
CATEGORIES WITH PARTICULAR E'lOTIONS, F (2i|,96C) = 39. 7, _P<0001, , 



, RESULT S S 1 fUl A R Y 

^ ■ 3 — 

AS-EXPECTED, INTERPERSONAL THEMES WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY 
MORE THAN WERE OTHER CATEGOf lES AS EXPLANATIONS FOR ANGER, 
- F (2^,960) =18.6, m ALSO, f OR SADNESS, F =15.^1, P's<:.0001. 

IN CONTRAST, IMPERSONAL ( ONTEXTS (MATERIAL GOODS, EVENT^S) 
WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY MORE THAN WERE. OTHER CATEGORIES TO EXPLAIN" 
BOTH HAPPINESS. F = 51.5 ANI SURfRiSi, f = l^A. P '•s<.0001. 

POST-HOC FINDINGS SHOWED THAT CONTEXTUAL EXPLANi\TIONS 
INVOLVING ANIMALS WERE USED SIGNIFIC'\NTLY MORE TOvEXPLAIN FEAR 
THAN OTHER EMOTIONS, F (4,960) = 4.0, P<.O00I, AND FOOD, WAS 
USED i^iOST (NONSIGNIFICANTLY) TO EXPLAIfl HAPPY VERSUS OTHER WTIONS. 

3. ..FINDIN-GS CONFIRMED THE SIGNIFICANT AGE EFFECTS EXPECTED FOR . 

^ i 

CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS OF EMOTIONS,-F (6,240) = 40.5, P<0001. 

OLDER CHILDREN USED MORE INTERPERSONAL AND ACHIEVEMENT THEMES 
*TIIAN DID PRESCHOOLERS TO EXPLAIN EMO'IONS, B01H F's = 2.8. P<.05. 

\, FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE GENDER CIITERENCES EXPECTED IN CONTEXrUiJL 
EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS, F (6,240) 24.7 , P<.0001.' 
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RESULT S S .1 11 irA R Y 

GIRLS USED MORE INTERPERSONAL CONTEXTS 10 EXPLAIN EMOTIONS 
THAN'DID BOYS, _F (1^2^10) = \ J, _P<'.C^). BOYS FENDED TO USE 
MORE ACHIEVEMENT THEMES THAf DID 6!RLS, F = 2.1, P^.IO. 

5. FINDINGS CONFIRMED EXPE(T£D AGC.-RELATED CATEGORY X EMOTION 
INTERACTIONS, F (2^,960) = i 1,^,P<.0031; • 

PRESCHOOLERS USED MORE FANTASY EXPLANATIONS FOR FEAR THAN 
D'lD OLDER CHILDREN, F (1,950 = MA. _P<.0001. HOWEVER, THE 
EXPECTED GREATER USE BY OLDER CHILDRZ-N OF REALISTIC AND ACHIEVE- 
MENT THEMES FOR FEAR WAS NOl CONFIRMiD. ^ 

6. USING A SEPARATE ANOVA IN WHICH DUMBER OF DIFFERENT CATEGORIES 
WAS ENTERED AS THE DEPENDENt VARIABLii ACROSS TARGETS AND EMOTIONS,, 
FINDINGS ONLY MARGINALLY CONFIRMED THE EXPECTED GREATER DIFFEREN- 
TIATION OF CONTEXTUAL CATEGORIES WITH AGE, F (L^^O) = 3.2, P<'.09. 

/ ' 

BifircowAVAiuiu 
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TABLE 1 • ' ^ ■ 

MEAN PERCENT^ CONTEXTUAL EXfLANAT I ON CATEGORIES USED WITHIN EMOTIONS 



CATEG ORIES: ■ 

MATERIAL FOOD ANIMAL FANTASY -INTERPER- EVENTS ACHIEVE- 

^ SONAL MENT 



EMOTIONS: 



HAPPY 


32 


5 


- 2 ^ 


0 


26 


33 


5' 


SAD 


12 . 


3 


I' 


3 




32 


1 


ANGRY - 


12 


2 




3 


52 


26 


1 


AFRAID 




<1 


1^ 


26 


19 


35 


1 


SURPRISED 


32 


3 


5 




19 


32 


<1 



^ROW PERCENTS DO NOT SUM TO 100 because th^yare based on averages 
OF individual's percent responses, father than on group totals. 

> 

PERCENTS'CAN be JNTERPRETED.RELATIVE to the total of 20 Quf^STIONS 
asked ( 5 EMOTIONS X ^ TARGl T PERSO^S). 

o BEST COPY AVAIUBLB 



